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Meeting Details
 

Place:
Club 4100
4118 4th Street
Brooklyn, Maryland
 

Tuesday, June 8, 1999
5:30 Board Meeting
 

Thursday June 10, 1999
5:30 Attitude Adjustment
6:30 Dinner
7:30 Program
 

Make your reservation
before Noon, Tuesday,

June 8, 1999.
 Chapter notifies the Club of

reservation quantity on 
 Tuesday afternoon.

 

Call Stacey or Joanne at
Rubeling Associates

410-337-2886
Cost:  $23 per person

  

Payment due for
reservations made.

 

Make checks payable in the
exact amount to

" Baltimore Chapter CSI "
 

 Limited quantity of late
reservations available at the

 INCREASED Cost
 of $25 each.

Join us
at our annual 

Awards Banquet!
Bring your spouse!

Bring a guest!
Help us

celebrate,
as we

recognize the best
of our members'

 volunteer efforts
 on behalf of the Chapter.

Our next Chapter Meeting will be held on
September 9, 1999.

Attend the Convention!
Have a safe and restful summer!

The Construction Specifications Institute is an international non-profit technical organization dedicated to the advancement of construction technology through

communication, education, research, and service.  For information about Baltimore Chapter CSI, call Chapter Membership Chair, Heather Kolar at 410-990-0543.
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Board Members
 

Officers
 

President Cindy Nunn 301-421-1633
1st V.P. Phil Brubaker 410-922-7503
2nd V.P. Helen Jeffery 410-528-8600
Secretary Edna Heatherington 410-265-6100
Treasurer Paul Harbison 301-577-9408
Past Pres. Todd Guntner 410-576-1010
 

Directors
 

FY 98-99 Al Broughton 410-252-6107
FY 98-99 Robert Fritzsche 410-665-4135
FY 98-99 George Shannon 410-467-8600
FY 98-99 Rodney Meyers 410-560-0741
FY 99-00 Howard Garrett 410-512-4575
FY 99-00 Art Mayne 410-633-6500
FY 99-00 Charles Wise 410-792-4282
 

Committee Chairs
 

Awards Paul Gentner 301-380-5018
Certification Marty Janka 410-433-4600
Education Helen Jeffery 410-528-8600
Elec Comm Jim Green 410-666-1886
Finance Paul Harbison 301-577-9408
Handbook Scott Sider 410-234-0900
House Mitch Nelson 410-337-2886
Membership Heather Kolar 410-990-0543
Newsletter Scott Sider 410-234-0900
Product Exhibit Cary Sonneborn 410-256-6335
Program Randy Keck 410-792-2049
Technical Robert Fritzsche 410-665-4135
 

Call the Chapter Hotline
410-669-8681

for information about Chapter
events and activities.

 

www.baltimorecsi.org
 

Editorial Policy Notice
 

The Constellation acts as a moderator

without approving, disapproving, or

guaranteeing the validity or accuracy of any

data, claim or opinion appearing under a

byline or obtained or quoted from an

acknowledged source.
 

The opinions expressed by authors do not

necessarily reflect the official views of the

Baltimore Chapter CSI or The Construction

Specifications Institute.
 

Editorial deadline is the second Friday of

each month.

President's Message
This will be my final month as President and my last President's Message to the
members of the Baltimore Chapter.  This past year was exciting and challenging.
I would like to thank all the Board Members, Directors, and Committee Chairs who
were instrumental in accomplishing our goals, during one of the busiest
construction seasons ever.  Thanks are also extended to the all the volunteers to
help our Chapter be a better one.

Reflecting over the past year, I was afraid there would possibly be a lull in the
Chapter  after the National Convention was held in Baltimore, June 1998.  The
years preceding the Convention seemed to be so eventful and everyone was
excited with the anticipation of the event, that once it was over we would feel the
let down.  But, much to my surprise that was not the case.  The enthusiasm that
was displayed during that time continued right on through this past year! This
made my job as President pleasurable and rewarding.

The monthly program topics this year ranged from Paint, Noise and Vibration
Control, Balanced Entrance Doors to Shapes in Brickwork.  Programs that
included Legal Issues, Design-Build and the Internet Spec Service drew record
crowds and many new faces to our monthly dinner meetings.

These programs helped in increasing and retaining the  membership of the
Chapter.  The Baltimore Chapter has the highest retention rate in the Middle
Atlantic Region at 85.5 percent.  It is listed as third in the Nation.  The total
membership for the Baltimore Chapter has grown to 268, as of April 30, 1999.

The members are what this organization is about.  Without their support and
interest in Education for all facets of the Construction Market there would be no
CSI.  I found it interesting to learn that the 12 week course given by the Education
Committee, has is in recent years, drawn more people from outside the design
community, such as manufactures representatives, and General Contractors and
their staff.  Any and everyone that participates in the Construction Industry can do
nothing but benefit from this Professional Development Seminars Series.  It
provides better understanding and allows communication to be more effective.

Communication between the different entities that deal with construction is crucial.
It is also important that we as a Chapter communicate to each other as well.
Thanks to several dedicated members of this Chapter we are able to do that.
Scott Sider as done an outstanding job by producing the Chapter Handbook and
The Constellation for several years.  We are kept informed to a fault and have no
reason to not know what is happening within the Chapter.  Along with Scott,
James Green has unselfishly dedicated his time to produce our Chapter web site.
Between these two individuals we are able to slide right into the next millennium.

My final duty as President is to attend the National Convention in Los Angeles,
June 23rd to 27th to represent the Baltimore Chapter.  I would like to let everyone
know that it has been an honor and a privilege to serve this Chapter.

  
Cindy Nunn, CSI
Chapter President
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Election
Results
Ballots for the Chapter election
were certified and counted as
prescribed by the Chapter's
Bylaws.  Accordingly, our new
Officers (FY1999) and Directors
are as follows:
 

President
Philip A. Brubaker, CSI

First Vice President
Helen B. Jeffery, CSI, CCS, CCCA

Second Vice President
Art Mayne, CSI

Secretary
Edna Heatherington, CSI, CCS

Treasurer
Cindy Nunn, CSI

Director (FY 2000)
Randy Keck, CSI

Directors (FY 2000 to 2001)
Todd Guntner, CSI
Brian Lockwood, CSI
Robert Karl Fritzsche, CSI, CCS
George B. Shannon, CSI, CDT

Donald Lopez, CSI
Nominations and Tellers
Committees Chair

Board Meeting Highlights
Meeting of May 13, 1999

The Board meeting began with a discussion of the logistics of the evening.
The speaker had to catch a plane at BWI after the general meeting.  A
member of the House Committee, Charles Wise, talked with Club 4100
management and arranged to have the meal served at 7:30, with hors
d'ouevres at the regular time and the program before dinner.  

Marty Janka had sent a report about the administration of the certification
exams, but the results are not expected until late May.  With exams also
administered in the summer in connection with the National Convention
and Exhibit, new certifications will probably be published in the September
Constellation.  

Membership Chair Heather Kolar was not present, but President Cindy
Nunn reported that the total number of active members as of the end of
April was 268.

The Board discussed the difficulty incoming President Phil Brubaker has
encountered in seeking people to accomplish all the tasks of creating,
publishing, and mailing The Constellation each month.  What if The
Constellation were available only on the Chapter's web page?  How many
members do not have access to the web?  Someone noted that while a
mailed paper newsletter is delivered to each person's desk or home
mailbox, to seek the monthly information on the web a member has to
initiate the activity.  

What if the Board sends a mail response form to every member, saying
that if you do not check this box and mail the form back, we will assume
that web access is sufficient for you and we will stop mailing you a
newsletter?  The question was raised of what constitutes accomplishment
of the Chapter's legal necessity to make information available to every
member, and some expressed the opinion that at least some form of
printed, mailed information is necessary.  Another suggestion was that
different stories each month often describe the same activities; perhaps
The Constellation could be simplified by assuring that only one item would
cover each subject.  

The Board agreed to discuss The Constellation at the July and August
meetings and work out a strategy.  

Nominations chair Don Lopez reported that on the basis of the 23 ballots
received, the slate as proposed was elected.

Edna Heatherington, CSI, CCS
Chapter Secretary
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Electronic
Communications

James Green has been chairing
the Chapter Electronic
Communications Committee and
developing the Chapter web site. 
The site now carries The
Constellation as well as a separate
announcement of the upcoming
monthly meeting program.  It has
information about the Institute and
links to Institute sites, including
sites for the Institute Convention in
Los Angeles in June.  

If you use the web, visit the site! 
Review the information posted
there and tell James when you
note a mistake or omission.  Make
suggestions for things that would
be useful.  What do you think
about linking the Chapter page
with pages for your business or
education program?  Let James
know.  

The Chapter is currently admiring
James' work and discussing how
to use the new medium to the best
advantage.  If you have ideas
about this subject, call President
Cindy Nunn or incoming President
Phil Brubaker, or e-mail them, or
call or e-mail James Green.  This
is a Chapter project in its formative
stages, and now is the time for you
to make it better, see that it is
useful and logical, or in other ways
see that the Chapter does this
right.  If you do not use the
Internet and want Chapter
information disseminated in other
ways, speak up now before the
Board decides to limit
communications to the new ways. 
Communication is vital.  Use the
line of communication you like the
best. 

Continuing Discussion
on Product Exhibitions

The traditional fundraiser for a CSI Chapter is the annual
product exhibition, at which industry members and others find
it profitable to pay to have booths to inform the professional
members about particular products and services.  Because the
understanding is that the most sophisticated specifiers from
design firms attend in expectation of meeting the most
technically expert representatives from distributors and
factories, and other information (booths by estimators, seminars
on current topics of interest, demonstrations of installation
methods) is also offered, design firms traditionally send their
specifier along with a group of designers and drafters to get
good information.  

In recent years, the Baltimore experience has been that design
firm specifier members neither come themselves nor send
junior personnel to learn something.  The general perception is
that profit margins are so narrow and the pressure of producing
projects is so urgent and massive that everybody in
design—architecture and engineering—could not possibly
spare so much as an afternoon of paid or unpaid time to learn
anything.  Those workers had better be at their stations all day
and overtime, getting the projects out.  Experience at trade
shows is that there is a brief surge of attendance at the end of
the scheduled workday, and no lingering.

At the May board meeting, Chapter Board members discussed
the experience of the past year and ideas for both fundraising
and education.  At one time, three chapters in the Middle
Atlantic Region put on not individual product shows but a
combined, bigger regional one.  Another suggestion is to have
a golf outing with sponsorships and advertising strategies.  The
other related discussion is the possible uses of the Chapter web
site.  FY2000 will be a pivotal year for deciding not just how the
Chapter raises funds but what information needs to be
exchanged and how.  
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Christmas in
April
 

George Shannon reported that the

Christmas in April project was successful

and enjoyable.  All the work was done in a

7 by 15-foot kitchen, so his crew of three

(two from the Chapter) were as many

people as could fit in the space.  They

removed floor, cabinets, and sink and

installed new ones.  The owner was very

enthusiastic and grateful, and regaled the

crew with coffee and Kahlua cake.

 

End of Year Reports
 

The Chapter and Institute year is from July

1 to the end of the next June, so we are

now approaching our internal New Year. 

Managing a volunteer organization was

never easy, and in current times it seems to

be getting more difficult.  Businesses don't

see it as a value to them for their workers to

participate in professional organizations.  In

families in the 1990s, both fathers and

mothers work for pay outside the home,

and also both expect to be at home

spending time doing things with their

children in whatever time can be spared

from work.  As we approach the end of one

Chapter year and the beginning of the next,

the end-of-year reports are a vital tool to

help the incoming Officers, Board, and

Committee Chairs plan their work and do it.

If you're one of the people who's been

struggling to fit Chapter work in with that

busy schedule of full-time and overtime

work and family life, the end of the year and

your report are your moment to tell

incoming Chapter management what the

struggle is and what you think ought to be

done.  Thoughts about how to do

something better or well are of course most

welcome, but it's also important to point out

what didn't work and why during the past

year.  

If you're responsible for a report, make it

the most useful tool incoming President Phil

Brubaker could have for planning the

coming year.  If you've got complaints and

objections, express them. Better, if you

think you know how something ought to be

done, put that in your report.  July and

August are the time for planning the coming

Fiscal Year—help make it a good year!

July and August
Member Anniversaries

Since The Constellation will not be published for July and August, here are the

members who will celebrate their CSI anniversaries during those months.  See

page 6 for members who celebrate their anniversaries in June.
 

July
Jeff Crabtree (1) W alter Samuel Kunz, Jr. (22)

Carl E. Bleakney (2) Michael Larkin (3)

Robert George Elliott (2) Michael Linehan (5)

Nicholas B. Hill (17) David B. McCormick (2)

G. Todd Guntner (18) Martin Press (1)

James M Kirts (3) Michael D. Ryan (11)

John J. Koval (1) Vernon A. Sparks, Jr. (1)

August
James H. Agans (7) Alfred Kessi (10)

Philip A. Brubaker (12) Gary Markow (17)

Rick Fournier (1) Lawrence Myers (2)

Allen P. Higgins (4) Peter C. Miller (6)

Charles M. Hovancik, III (5) Travers C. Nelson (13)

Gordon Ingerson (9) Donna A. Robb (17)

W . M. Schneider (5)

No More Time?
Is it greedy employers who exploit workers to the detriment of their opportunity to

learn from participating in professional associations and product exhibits?  Or is it

the intense pressure design and construction firms feel from owners to get work

delivered in less time with fewer errors?  Our industry is extremely busy right now.

Design and construction firms cannot find enough people to design, document,

manage, and construct projects.

Design firms do want their employees to participate in professional organizations.

My employers value my volunteer work in CSI.  But after several years of working

more than 50 hours a week as a project manager, a construction administrator,

and the specifier for one of Baltimore's top 10 architecture firms; working 10 to 20

hours each week teaching at Anne Arundel Community College; and spending time

on other obligations; there is no time left for me.  No more time for being editor of

The Constellation.  So it ends after four years.   A necessary, but not happy

decision.

If you're a wordsmith and have a yen for desktop publishing, The Baltimore

Chapter CSI has a position for you.

Scott Sider, CSI, CCS, CCCA



June Anniversaries

Randy Boardman (6) Dave Honza (1)
David E. Cooper, Sr. (5) Kenneth J. Houck (29)
Steven W. Eastwood (20) Brian S. Jablon (5)
Marty Fischer (5) Martin J. Janka (37)
Pamela J. Fountain (2) Randy Keck (5)
Charles J. Frank (2) Doug Matzke (3)
George R. Goetz (18) Cassandra Mellon (1)
Raj Goyal (10) Thomas Rogers (3)
Andrew Gross (5) Scott G. Rutledge (1)
Paul W. Harbison (14) Kelsey Y. Saint (40)
Ken Hercenberg (17) Gary Swatko (3)
Keith E. Hildebrand (2) Paul J. Watson (1)

Charles W. Wise (11)

Welcome New Members

Sarah J. Cannon, CSI, CCCA William Mason, CSI
Dave Hoffman, CSI Bill Raschen, CSI
Deris Kent, CSI Barbara J. Shipley, CSI

Ritchie Solter, CSI

Calendar Of Events
June

8. . . . . . Baltimore Chapter Board Meeting. 
10. . . . . Baltimore Chapter Annual Awards Banquet.
25. . . . . 42nd Annual CSI Convention and Exhibit in 
to 28 Los Angeles, California

July
17. . . . . Baltimore Chapter Board Meeting 2:00 P.M. at Cindy

Nunn's Residence

August 
TBD. . . Baltimore Chapter Board Meeting at Phil Brubaker's

Residence.
14. . . . . DC Metropolitan Chapter Crab Feast.  Noon to 4:00

p.m. at the Kentmoor Restaurant in Stevensville,
MD.   Take US Route 50 East across the Bay
Bridge to MD Route 8 South to Kentmoor Road
(make a right turn).  Free for children 4 years old
and under; $20 per child aged 5 to 11; $38 for
everybody else.  Make reservations by calling
Dave Metzger at 202-364-2222.  August 8, 1999
is reservation deadline (limited to first 100
people).

September 
10. . . . . Baltimore Chapter General Meeting.  The Program: 

New Reprographic Technology and How It
Benefits the Construction Industry.

THE CONSTELLATION
Baltimore Chapter
Construction Specifications Institute
c/o 397 Phirne Road
Glen Burnie, MD  21061-4637

FIRST CLASS MAIL
POSTMASTER:  ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED


