
Knowledge for Creating
and Sustaining

the Built Environment
September 2008

THE
CONSTELLATION

Newsletter of the Baltimore Chapter
Construction Specifications Institute

Volume 48, Issue 3

Meeting Details
 

Place
The Admiral Fell Inn
888 South Broadway
Baltimore, Maryland
 

Thursday, September 11, 2008

4:30 Board Meeting
5:30 Attitude Adjustment
6:30 Dinner
7:30 Program
 

 Make your reservation before
Noon, Tuesday,

September 9, 2008.
 Chapter notifies the Inn of

reservation number on 
 Tuesday afternoon.

 

Call Tom Mikell at
202-857-8300

or email at
tmikell1@msn.com

 

Cost:  $40 per person
Payment due for

reservations made.
 

Make checks payable in the
exact amount to

" Baltimore Chapter CSI "
 Late reservations are not

available.
 

See page 5 for the Chapter's
reservations policies

SEPTEMBER 11TH'S PROGRAM

Keynotes
TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS FROM THE TRENCHES OF

LINKING DRAWINGS TO SPECIFICATIONS

Keynotes are drawing notes which use specification numbers with

alphanumeric extensions for identifying the work results.
 

Proponents say keynotes ensure tighter coordination with fewer errors

and omissions in documents.  Naysayers say they are a management

burden to producing documents because of the management of the notes

and difficulty of customizing the notes for individual projects.
 

Join us as Scott Sider, CSI, CCS, CCCA, of Kann Partners, takes us on

an overview of the topic and the practical aspects of making them work,

and the "work-arounds" when they don't work.  W e'll also discuss the ease

and difficulties of making it functional in AutoCAD's Architecture 2008 and

Revit Architecture. 
 

If you are thinking about using the keynotes which come"preloaded" in

your CAD software, if you use keynotes and like them, if you use keynotes

and hate them, or if you are curious about what the fuss is all about,

please attend and join the discussion of whether keynoting is worth the

effort.

This program is registered for AIA-CES Learning Units and CSI-CEN

Continuing Education Units.

OCTOBER'S PROGRAM
Contractors and Owners rely upon it for protecting projects as they are

being constructed.  Join us as Jay Bateson from CBIZ gives us a primer

on Builder's Risk Insurance.  Learn how it is similar to and different from

other forms of insurance which Contractor's and Owner's carry.

The Construction Specifications Institute is an international non-profit technical organization dedicated to the advancement of construction technology through communication, education,
research, and service.  For information about Baltimore Chapter CSI, call Chapter Membership Chair, Shenia Anderson at 410-685-6655, sanderson@designcollective.com

mailto:tmikell1@msn.com
mailto:sanderson@designcollective.com
mailto:sanderson@designcollective.com
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Board Members

Officers

President Sarah Caldwell 410-423-2016

1st V.P. Robert Fritzsche 410-576-9310

2nd V.P. Greg Barbini 410-247-3367

Secretary Linda Pressler 410-293-1278

Treasurer Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Past Pres. Marvin Kemp 410-685-6655

Directors

FY 08-09 Tim Corbett 410-965-4865

FY 08-09 Charles Greenland410-347-8500

FY 08-09 Todd Skopic 410-489-6216

FY 08-09 Liz Stone 443-866-6690

FY 09-10 Shenia Anderson 410-685-6655

FY 09-10 Mark Elliott 612-427-1040

FY 09-10 Clark Holmes 410-990-1700

Committee Chairs

Academic Affr Ken Hercenberg 410-370-2642

Awards Todd Skopic 410-489-6216

Certification Jim Lewis 410-537-3300

Education Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Elec Comm Marvin Kemp 410-685-6655

Finance Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Handbook Scott Sider 410-234-0900

House Tom Mikell 202-857-8300

Mtg Exhibitors Todd Guntner 410-234-3600

Membership Shenia Anderson 410-685-6655

Newsletter Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Nominations Rod Anderson 410-997-1000

Rebuilding Together Baltimore

Rod Anderson 410-997-1000

Planning Liz Stone 443-866-6690

Program Tim Corbett 410-965-4865

Technical Ken Hercenberg 410-370-2642

Tellers Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Check the Chapter Website

www,csibaltimore.org
for information about Chapter

events and activities.

Editorial Policy Notice
 

The Constellation acts as a moderator
without approving, disapproving, or
guaranteeing the validity or accuracy of any
data, claim or opinion appearing under a
byline or obtained or quoted from an
acknowledged source.
 

The opinions expressed by authors do not
necessarily reflect the official views of the
Baltimore Chapter CSI or The Construction
Specifications Institute.
 

Editorial deadline is the second Friday of
each month.

President's Message
 

During the Board's most recent summer planning meetings, it has become

apparent that our Chapter leadership greatly desires input from Chapter members.

A solution that was suggested to the Board was to conduct a membership survey

which is currently in the making and will be circulated to membership in October.

 A variety of topics will be covered including (but not limited to) location preference

for meetings, program topic preferences, and membership retainage strategies.

I ask that every chapter member take a few minutes to participate in this survey

and take part in what direction this organization takes into the near future.
 

This year's budget was recently reviewed by the Board and some adjustments

have been made regarding dinner meeting fees and certification seminar classes.

For the past two years, our Chapter member meeting costs have exceeded the

income that we receive each month.  This cost has not increased for members over

the past two years.  Our contract was renegotiated with the Admiral Fell Inn for a

three year term.  The Board has voted to raise the cost per dinner meeting from

$35 to $40 so that the Chapter does not continue to experience a loss from each

meeting.  This was not an easy decision for our Board to make, but with the

increased costs in food and services the Board felt obligated to increase the costs

in the fiscal interests of the Chapter.  Similarly, for many years, the cost for the

certification classes has been $25 and last year were $30; the cost has been

increased to $35 for the upcoming series to cover class material costs.  I supported

these fee increases and I encourage members to contact me with any comments

or concerns.
 

I recently participated in a CSI Chapter Presidents and Presidents- Elect Update

webinar and wanted to share with all of you the range of topics discussed.  Our

newly elected CSI Institute President, Gilman Hu's remarks addressed the

importance of first impressions: that all Chapter leaders should take part in the

'grass roots' efforts to increase membership within their own Chapters.  Statistical

results from the most recent CSI Annual Convention and Construct 2008 show

were then reviewed.  While many results were shared, what I found most notable

was that 355 companies participated as exhibitors at the show and session's

attendance was 4148 (a decrease both with exhibitors and conference attendees).

Walter Marlowe, P.E., CSI, CAE, CSI Executive Director, noted that by partnering

with Hanley Wood, a good portion of financial risk of the Institute hosting the

convention is eliminated.  This third party support also frees up some of the

Institute staff resources.  The downsizing of the Convention this past year was

intentional because it was the first event where CSI was partnering with Hanley

Wood, with a limited amount of time available to actually prepare for the convention

once the location was chosen.  Signs of improvement were observed regarding

traffic/attendance per booth; the annual convention in Baltimore had 11 visits per

booth while Las Vegas had 12 visits per booth.  While the overall attendance for

the Annual CSI Show has deteriorated over the past few years, I believe that by

partnering with Hanley W ood there is great potential for growth and increased

financial success.  The next CSI Chapter Presidents and Presidents-Elect Update

webinar will take place on October 15  at 2:00 p.m. ET.  If you have any questionsth

or comments that you would like for me to present at the next webinar, please feel

free to contact me.  
 

CSI has newly appointed a strategic planning task team.  The purpose of this group

is to draft a strategic implementation plan for the most recent CSI by-law

reformations.  The recommendations made by the task team will be submitted to

the Institute Board for approval.  Marvin Kemp, our current Chapter Past President,

is on this task team and you are encouraged to contact Marvin to 
 

continues on page 3
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President's Message
continued

share your feelings regarding the new
governance bylaws and how they
should be implemented with the
present governing of CSI.
 

On Saturday, September 6 , theth

Pittsburgh Chapter CSI will be
celebrating their 50  anniversary.  Ith

will be attending on behalf of the
Baltimore Chapter to show our support
for one of our neighboring chapters.  I
had the pleasure of getting to know
David Miller, CSI, President, and
Ronnaleah Prindible, CSI, Past-
President, of the Pittsburgh Chapter at
the recent Las Vegas Convention.  I
was amazed at the amount of energy
and excitement that these two
individuals bring to their Chapter.  I
look forward to having the opportunity
to see them again in their 'home
environment' and partaking in the
'revelry' that is the Pittsburgh Chapter. 
Please help me in congratulating the
Pittsburgh Chapter in reaching this
milestone.  
 

I would like to end this President's
Message by paying my respects to
one of our former Institute Presidents,
Gary Betts, FCSI, CCS who passed
away Sunday, August 17th.  While I
did not have the pleasure and honor of
meeting Gary, I have heard many
great things about his commitment to
CSI.  His contributions to this
organization will never be forgotten. 
While we mourn the loss of such a
notable contributor, I feel that we can
honor him by recommitting ourselves
to the ideals and goals of CSI.  My
thoughts and prayers go out to his
family, friends, coworkers and fellow
Chapter members that he leaves
behind.  

Sarah Caldwell, CSI
Chapter President 
scaldwell@manekin.com

Board Meeting Highlights
August 2008

The proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2009 was presented to the Board by
Treasurer Steven Evans, CSI.  The budget that was approved by the Board
is balanced, but, in order for the budget to be balanced, an increase in the
Monthly Meeting Fee was approved.  The fee was increased from $35 to
$40.  The increase was necessary to offset costs from The Admiral Fell Inn.
The cost increase had led to a situation where the cost to a Chapter Member
last year was several dollars less than the cost of the meeting.  The Board's
action rectifies this imbalance.
 

The Chapter will nominate The Chapter's Education Committee for a Middle
Atlantic Region Award in recognition of its excellent work in establishing and
conducting the Winter Seminar Series.
 

The Chapter was informed that the 2007 series of AIA Contracts and Related
Documents is being incorporated into 2009 CSI Certification Examinations.
The Winter Seminars will be prepared to instruct their concepts.
 

The fee for the 2009 Winter Seminar Series has been set at $35.
 

The Handbook is being updated for the new fiscal year, and the Handbook
Committee needs awards information to complete this process.  Should
anyone require a full membership roster, please contact Scott Sider. 
 

While programs are being finalized to fill out FY 2009's meetings, the
Program Committee is attempting to present programs that will be relevant
for the entire occupational spectrum of CSI's membership.
 

The Board heard a report from the Middle Atlantic Region's Governance
Task Team, which is charged with revising the Region's by-laws to conform
to CSI's recent Governance change.  The Board will respond to the Region
Task Team that the role of the Region's Institute Director needs to be defined
more explicitly.
 

Chapter President Sarah Caldwell will be outlining a Poll to Chapter
Members.  The Poll will attempt to measure member interest in meetings,
programs, events, membership, and some specific characteristics of those
issues.
 

The Board was informed that the Convention in Las Vegas has been judged
a success, and efforts are underway for a larger event in Indianapolis in June
15 to 19, 2009, with more exhibitors.
 

Robert Fritzsche, CSI, CCS, AIA
First Vice President,
for

Linda Pressler, RA, CSI, CDT, LEED AP
Chapter Secretary
pressler@usna.edu 

mailto:scaldwell@manekin.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:pressler@usna.edu
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Advance Your
Career
Through
Education

From January to March 2009, the
Chapter will be offering sessions on
the organization of construction
contract documents, the use of
standard forms and formats, product
representation, construction contract
administration, and specification
writing.  Improve the way you write
or read construction contract
documents.  
 

Attend these classes if you intend to
take a Certification examination.
 

The two-hour sessions will be held
on Tuesday evenings, starting on
January 6, 2009 at Kann Partners
located at 33 South Gay Street.  The
sessions are registered for AIA/CES
Learning Units and CSI/CEN Credits
having Health, Safety, and Welfare
credit.  Registration fee is $35 for the
entire series of sessions.
 

Attendees will need to obtain a copy
of the Project Resource Manual
(PRM) and copies of AIA Documents
A201.  Order the PRM from the
Institute at 800-689-2900;
www.csinet.org.  The PRM cannot
be ordered through the Baltimore
Chapter  CSI.  Order the AIA
documents from the Building
Congress and Exchange at 410-823-
7200 or Baltimore Chapter AIA at
410-625-2585;  www.aia.org.  Please
be sure to order your documents in
time to receive them before the first
class.
 

Registration forms and details will be
attached to future editions of The
Constellation.  For more information,
contact Education Chair Scott Sider,
CSI, CCS, CCCA, at 410-234-0900
or email at 
swsider@kannpartners.com.

Certification
Dates and Deadlines

Construction Documents Technologist (CDT)
Certified Construction Specifier (CCS)

Certified Construction Product Representative (CCPR)
Certified Construction Contract Administrator (CCCA)

If you haven't registered for the Fall 2008 exams, the next round of
exams will occur in Spring 2009.
 

To save $50 on the registration fee, you must register before
December 1, 2008, for the March examinations and before May 1 for
the June examinations at the CSI Convention in Indianapolis.  January
31 is the final postmark for all registrations for March examinations, and
June 1 for June examinations.  Register at www.csinet.org and click on
the certification button along the left side of the web page.

The CDT exam will conducted electronically by Prometric, a national
testing agency, during a five day period starting on March 30, 2009 and
ending on April 3, 2009.  Exams must be taken at Prometric facilities.
After receiving a registration confirmation from CSI, go to Prometric's
web site to schedule your exam date and time.  Exam results will be
divulged to candidates upon their departure from the test facility.  There
are seven Prometric locations in Maryland where the exam can be
taken (Baltimore, Bethesda, Columbia, Lanham, Salisbury, Towson,
and Woodlawn).
 

The advanced tier exams (CCS, CCCA, and CCPR) will be given in the
traditional manner of pencil-marked hard copy computer-read test
forms on Saturday, April 4, 2009.  The Institute will also offer all the
certification exams before the Annual Convention and Exhibit in
Indianapolis on June 24.  Baltimore will be one of the CCS, CCCA, and
CCPR test sites in April; location will be announced at a future date.
 

In addition to Project Resource Manual, MasterFormat™ 2004,
SectionFormat™ 2008, and PageFormat™ 2008, the new 2007 (not
the old 1997) editions of AIA A101, Standard Form of Agreement
between Owner and Contractor Where the Basis of Payment is a
Stipulated Sum, and AIA A201, General Conditions of the Contract for
Construction, will be the basis for exam questions.  Applicants should
study the application materials and be aware of qualification
requirements to avoid last-minute complications.
 

Contact Jim Lewis at 410-537-3300 If you have questions regarding the
exams.

http://www.csinet.org
http://www.aia.org
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
http://www.csinet.org/
http://www.prometric.com
http://www.prometric.com
http://www.prometric.com
http://www.prometric.com
mailto:jlewis@mde.state.md.us
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Meeting Policies

Reservations Policy:

•  Reservations are required.
•  The cost to the person attending is
the cost for the meeting.  If a person
does not want to eat dinner but wants
to be present for the program, she or
he must pay full meeting cost.
•  We welcome nonmembers to
meetings.  Those who wish to attend
must make reservations on time so
that the House chair can make
adequate arrangements for the
meeting.
•  Deadline is set in accordance with
the requirements of our meeting
facility, and currently is the Tuesday
morning preceding the meeting.  
•  Payment is for the reservation,
whether it is used or not.
•  The meeting is planned and held,
and the dinners ordered, on the basis
of reservations.
•  House Chair gives list of those who
reserved and did not come to the
Chapter Treasurer, who sends each
one an invoice.

Guest Attendance:

Calendar Of Events
 

September
11 Baltimore Chapter open Board Meeting and General Meeting.

Program will address Specifications and Keynotes.
22-27 Construction Document Technologist Exams available at Prometric

Testing Centers.
25-28 Middle Atlantic Region Conference  at the Bear Creek Resort and

Conference Center in Macungie, Pennsylvania.  Contact Bill
Dyer or Peggy Sweigert.  CDT, CCS, CCCA, and CCPR

exams will be held during the conference.
 

October

9 Baltimore Chapter open Board Meeting and General Meeting.
Builder's Risk Insurance is the program.

16 Baltimore Chapter U.S. Green Building Council lecture Green
Tsunami by Sandy Wiggins.   $40 in advance; $50 at the door.

For more information www.usgncbalt.org. 
 

November

8 Baltimore Chapter open Board Meeting and General Meeting.  A
couple of years ago we visited with a brewmaster about beer.

This month we're going to learn from the vintner about the art
of fermenting Maryland's grapes into fine wine.

 

December
1 Early (reduced fee) registration ends for the Spring Certification

Exams.
11 Baltimore Chapter open Board Meeting and General Meeting.

Program to be announced.
 

September Anniversaries New Members

CSI Baltimore actively recruits new
members from all parts of the
construction industry.  In order to give
a prospective member a taste of what
our Chapter is about, we extend a
complimentary dinner to prospective
members meeting the following
criteria.  A prospective member should
be involved in the design,
construction, or specification writing
fields.  The prospective member must
be sponsored by a current Baltimore
CSI member and it is the responsibility
of that current member to secure the
reservation.  The prospective member
should register with the Membership
Committee at the beginning of the
meeting.  Any prospective member is
eligible for one complimentary dinner
invitation.

Avery J. Bowen CSI-I, CDT 3

John Greg Case, CSI 6

John DiMarco, CSI 8

Obiefunna A. Elendu, CSI-S 2

Jerry L. Glass, CSI, CCS 29

Clarke T. Holmes, CSI 2

Robert Johnson, FCSI, CCS,

CCCA, RA 39

Jeffrey A. Kay, CSI 22

John Krajewski CSI 6

John Krause, CSI 3

James M. Patz, CSI 14

Michael Schell CSI 3

John Sherry, CSI, CDT 11

Adiel Brewster-Greenstein, CSI-I

http://www.marc2008.com
mailto:billdyer@comcast.net
mailto:billdyer@comcast.net
mailto:pasacadia@juno.com
http://www.usgncbalt.org.

