
Knowledge for Creating

and Sustaining

the Built Environment

October 2012

THE
CONSTELLATION

Newsletter of the Baltimore Chapter

Construction Specifications Institute

Volume 51, Issue 4

Meeting Details
 

Place
The Admiral Fell Inn

888 South Broadway

Baltimore, Maryland
 

Thursday, October 11, 2012

4:30 Board Meeting

5:30 Attitude Adjustment

6:30 Dinner

7:30 Program  

 

Make your reservation before

Noon, Tuesday

October 9, 2012

 Chapter notifies the Inn of

reservation number on

Tuesday afternoon.
 

Email at
reservations@csibaltimore.org

  

Cost Alternatives
With Reservation
$45 per person

 

Without Reservation
$50 per person

 

Payment due for reservations

made.
 

Make checks payable

in the exact amount to

" Baltimore Chapter CSI "
OR

PayPal 
 

See page 5 for More Information on Using

Paypal

OCTOBER'S PROGRAM

Networking for Introverts

If you are like many of us in the design and construction
industry, you may have difficulties meeting and greeting
people at various social occasions. 

For years we have been told that extroverts are better
networkers than introverts, and there is no doubt that
would be true if networking was about collecting business
cards.  But networking isn’t about business cards; it’s
about building relationships.  Join us as Tim Klabunde, of
Timmons Group, (and a self-professed introvert) explains
how to network by observing introverts who are experts at
it, and it is your story if you want to learn to network by
just being yourself.

November's Program
 

Construction uses money like grease.  It makes everything run smoothly.  Like

grease that gets contaminated with dirt and slows a machine's operation, when

documentation associated with money has imprecise information, flow of money

can slow and adversely affect a project's progress.  Safeguarding that flow of

information is complete and accurate, lies with auditors.  In large and government-

based agency projects, auditors are constantly monitoring the money.  At some

level, privately financed work will have an auditor working for an owner or the

owner's financier.
 

Join us as Stephen Ball of Gross Mendelsohn CPA's and Advisors explains the

roles of auditors an the monitoring auditing of the information associated with the

flow of construction's money in Construction Overhead Audit.

The Construction Specifications Institute is an international non-profit technical organization dedicated to the advancement of construction technology through communication,

education, research, and service.  For information about Baltimore Chapter CSI, contact Chapter Membership Chair David Copley

mailto:reservations@csibaltimore.org
http://www.paypal.com
http://www.gma-cpa.com/people/stephen-k-ball
mailto:dcopley@asg-architects.com
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Board Members
 

Officers
 

President Alexander Howe 301-717-9717

1st V.P. Shenia Anderson

2nd V.P. Marc Held 410-259-2733

Secretary Marvin Kemp 410-685-6655

Treasurer Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Past Pres. Greg Barbini 410-320-7086
 

Directors
 

FY 12-13 Mike Clancy 301-982-6464

FY 12-13 David Copley 410-347-8500

FY 12-13 Jim Lewis 410-537-3801

FY 12-13 Bob W ood 410-750-0890

FY 13-14 Sam Grant 443-348-2017

FY 13-14 David Hamilton 410-980-9142

FY 13-14 John Horenkamp 410-807-1565
 

Committee Chairs

Academic Affr [Vacant]

Awards. Sarah Caldwell 410-765-7660

Certification Jim Lewis 410-537-3300

Education Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Elec Comm Marvin Kemp 410-685-6655

Finance Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Handbook Scott Sider 410-234-0900

House Bob W ood 410-750-0890

Mtg Exhibitors Todd Guntner 410-234-3600

Membership David Copley 410-347-8500

Newsletter Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Nominations Rod Anderson 410-997-1000

Rebuilding Together Baltimore

John Horenkamp 410-807-1565

Planning Greg Barbini 410-320-7086

Program Tim Corbett 410-965-4865

Technical Don Harris 410-685-6655

Tellers Scott Sider 410-234-0900

W illiam J. Grabowski Scholarship Fund

Liz Stone 443-866-6690
 

Check the Chapter Website
www.csibaltimore.org

or
www.baltimorecsi.org

for information about Chapter
events and activities

 

Join us at felttips.blogspot.com
 

Editorial Policy Notice
 

The Constellation acts as a moderator without

approving, disapproving, or guaranteeing the

validity or accuracy of any data, claim or opinion

appearing under a byline or obtained or quoted

from an acknowledged source.
 

The opinions expressed by authors do not

necessarily reflect the official views of the

Baltimore Chapter CSI or The Construction

Specifications Institute.
 

Editorial deadline is the last W ednesday of each

month.

President's Message
 

During the week of September 11th, it was a real delight to represent the Baltimore
Chapter at Construct 2012 held in Phoenix, Arizona.  CSI offered many workshops on
running and advancing a Chapter's growth.  It was interesting to hear what other Chapters
around the country are doing.  At one point, I sat in-between the Chapters president from
Honolulu, Hawaii and Anchorage, Alaska.  The Alaska president said they were planning
a fishing derby..anyone up for that?
 

One of the biggest take-aways from all of the workshops was getting the membership
engaged.  Now how do we do that?  With open Board meetings every month, you have the
opportunity to present anything of interest to the Board.  You also can come out to a
monthly meeting and share your voice.  At any time, you can contact me or other leaders
to hear your voice.  There are so many great ideas that members have, we need to hear
from you on a regular basis.
 

The new proposed CSI logo was introduced too.  It's a great design that doesn't change
too much.  So many companies have rebranded themselves.  After 60+ years, CSI needs
a new look too.  I haven't heard that the final design was confirmed yet, so keep your eyes
and ears open.
 

From others Chapters, there is one major concern that almost every Chapter is facing: 
Bringing in more emerging professionals and students into membership.  As a Chapter,
we need our newer professionals and interested future professionals to learn more the
importance of CSI and the educational benefits that membership offers.  Seems all we are
hearing lately is "Jobs, Jobs, and Jobs."  The construction industry has always been a
sine-wave and this last recession has hit us hard.  But with new electronic tools used
today, new methods and materials, new building strategies, the future is wide open for
those individuals seeking new employment.  Now is the time to go for your certification! 
Also, did you know the CDT certification applies to credits hours in the Intern Development
Program for architects?  Find out more about that one if you are interested.
 

One student member I met is from a Chapter which started out with one student
member…one member…and now there are over 20 odd student and emerging
professionals that meet.  The gathering of young professionals actually has more
attendance than the regular CSI members!!  How's that for young professionals looking
into the future!
 

This month, we have a great presentation from Tim Klabunde.  Tim will discuss
"Networking for Introverts".  It's not every day that we have an author discussing a topic
that is so vital to growth.  He is a Fellow from Johns Hopkins, founder of Design and
Construction Network, and Director of Marketing at Timmons Group, an engineering and
technology firm.
 

Along with networking, Twitter was prevalent at Construct 2012.  Social media is here…it
is not going away.  More than just e-mail, social media is taking on new ramifications to
communications, both with peers and potential clients.  Have some fun and start a Twitter
account.  I did recently, and found it amazing just how many people use Twitter and the
new connections I have made.
 

I know that there are a lot of writers among us.  Your webmaster is seeking new blog
content.  Have you come across a new situation, a new code, a new product or situation
with a clever solution???  Then jot down a few paragraphs and share your knowledge with
other members.
 

Now...in closing, I must share some business news.  Starting in October 2012, the Chapter
Board was faced with a decision.  The cost of the dinners increased from the Admiral Fell
Inn.  The Board and Committee Chairs viewed other venues to try and find less expensive
meeting space.  After much discussion, the Board decided to stay at the Admiral Fell Inn,
but we will needed to raise the dinner fee.  This fee is secured for 24 months.  The cost is
now $45 with reservation and $50 without reservation.  Please reserve your space before
Noon, Tuesday October 9th at reservations@csibaltimore.org or PayPal.  
 

Alexander M. Howe, CSI, CCPR
President
walker7833@comcast.net  

mailto:walker7833@comcast.net
mailto:sheniaanderson@yahoo.com
mailto:marcheld@comcast.net
mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
mailto:carbolinebaltimore@mac.com
mailto:gbarbini@ppg.com
mailto:mclancy1@verizon.net
mailto:dcopley@asg-architects.com
mailto:jwlewis2@comcast.net
mailto:bobwood@builtbywood.com
mailto:sgrant@gfnet.com
mailto:dhamilton@assaabloydss.com
mailto:john.horenkamp@grace.com
Mailto:Sarah.Caldwell@ngc.com
mailto:jlewis@mde.state.md.us
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
mailto:carbolinebaltimore@mac.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:bobwood@builtbywood.com
mailto:todd_guntner@yasnyinc.com
mailto:dcopley@asg-architects.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:randerson@gvaarchitects.com
mailto:john.horenkamp@grace.com
mailto:gbarbini@ppg.com
mailto:tim.corbett@ssa.gov
mailto:dharris@designcollective.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:lstone@mccormickpaints.com
http://www.csibaltimore.org
http://www.baltimorecsi.org
http://felttips.blogspot.com
mailto:reservations@csibaltimore.org
mailto:walker7833@comcast.net
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Meeting Costs
 

As you have probably noticed, the price

of almost everything keeps going up. 

The Baltimore chapter of CSI has,

however, kept the cost of membership

level for the past 5 years. 

Unfortunately, our meeting place,

Admiral Fell Inn, has informed us that

they can no longer keep their price the

same, and we must pass that increase

on to you.  

The chapter's board has had many

discussions on what to do about this

issue.  We have explored other meeting

sites, but found none that offered similar

convenience and amenities at the same

reasonable price.  

As a result, beginning in October 2012,

the cost of the meeting dinner will

increase from $40 to $45 per person for

those who reserve a space.  This $45

rate applies for those who make a

reservation regardless of how you pay

(PayPal or cash or check at the door). 

For those who do not reserve and pay

at the door, the new cost will be $50.  

We hope that this price difference will

encourage you all to reserve a space.  I

know that occasionally you may choose

not to reserve because you are

uncertain if you will be able to attend. 

However, the excellent food provided by

the Admiral Fell Inn requires staff to

plan and prepare for a certain number of

members.  When many people arrive

unexpectedly, it makes it difficult for the

hotel to provide good service.  At one

meeting last year, 15 members who did

not make a reservation attended, and

there was not enough food to go

around.

I hope that you understand this need to

increase the dinner price and that you

will continue to support CSI and attend

our valuable meetings regularly.  I look

forward to seeing you at future

meetings.  In the meantime, if you would

like to share your thoughts, comments

or concerns, please contact me.

Alexander M. Howe, CSI, CCPR

President

walker7833@comcast.net  

Board Meeting Highlights
September 2012

 

 

President Alex Howe and Treasurer Steven Evans met prior to this

meeting to review the Chapter's Budget for fiscal year 2013.  Several

items were discussed:

! The cost of the dinners went up approximately 3-1/2 percent with

the new contract with The Admiral Fell Inn, so the Chapter's costs

for the monthly meeting are increasing.  

! Moreover, if the bar tab does not reach $300, the Chapter is

charged a $75 bartender fee.  There appears to be no way to verify

whether the tab reaches $300 or not.  The Treasurer or House

Committee Chair can ask for an accounting of the bar bill.  

! President Howe did not know that if members pay using PayPal,

they then should also reserve using the email address.  

! If the Chapter does not raise the amount members and guests pay

at the meetings, the Chapter will lose money at each monthly

meeting.  W hile table top sponsors could be used to offset the

losses, if the Chapter loses a table top sponsor (like has occurred

for the September meeting), the Chapter will lose money for that

monthly meeting.  

Some alterations to the budget for FY2013 were noted:

! Dramatically lowered the postage expense since the Chapter no

longer mails items to members.

! Lowered the Region Conference expenses to send the Chapter

President to the Region Conference.
 

The proposal put forth by President Howe and Treasurer Evans is to have

a two-tiered cost for monthly meetings: $43 is the member/guest uses

PayPal and $45 if the member/guest pays at the door.  Much discussion

of the issues was held including the following:

! The Chapter cost from The Admiral Fell Inn has not gone up in five

years through effective negotiating with AFI.  

! If the cost per member/guest is not raised, members/guest

payments will be less than the per plate cost.  If the Board raises

the costs now, the Board can commit to the members that there will

not be another increase for 24 months because of the new contract

with AFI.  

! The increase is about $27 per attendee per year in total, but it is

spread across 9 months.  

! The Board may get push back from some members by forcing them

to use PayPal.  W hile society is technologically advanced and most

people are comfortable with paying using on-line devices, not all are

comfortable doing so.  

! Some voiced concern that it is probably not fair to force the use of

PayPal and charge the extra fee to those who reserve but refuse to

use PayPal.  The discount should be for reserving not just using

PayPal, as the purpose is to get reservations.

Continues on Page 4

mailto:walker7833@comcast.net
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2nd VP's "Ponderings"

Fall is in the air.
 

The start of a new school year, the Fall

equinox, crisp autumn days and soon, the

leaves come.  I'm sure many of you city

dwellers can't relate, but us suburbanites

who live under large oak trees, deal with a

hailstorm of acorns and then... the leaves. 

By Thanksgiving, I am hip deep in them.  I

am not complaining, but I do wish there was

commercial value in acorns and oak leaves. 

I would quit my job and begin farming. 
 

The changing seasons brings welcome

change to our daily routines.  But there is

another change, not so welcome, we all

need to deal with.   I'm referring to the higher

cost of everything.  Midwest droughts bring

higher food prices, Mideast unrest,

government regulations, and run amok

speculators, usher in higher fuel costs.  And

the list goes on.
 

Last month's meeting was light, probably due

to the annual convention — CSI

CONSTRUCT — in Phoenix AZ.  This had

our President, and others away, leaving me

with the unique chore of being the first to

announce to the membership that our

monthly meeting cost at the Admiral Fell Inn

was to increase.   How was the message

received?  Well, nobody heckled me.
 

Please know that your Baltimore Chapter

CSI Board, especially our House Chair and

Treasurer, has worked very hard to hold the

line for you.  That even involved scouting out

alternative venues and changes to the menu. 

In the end, the AFI is giving us the best value

and quality we have become accustom to.
 

Many of you may not realize that our costs

can increase dramatically if we don't

estimate the number of attendees with

relative accuracy.  In fact, if more than 15

percent do not email in a reservation, we risk

not having enough food, or wait staff to serve

everyone, we even risk paying a surcharge

in that event.   Please reserve your place at

the monthly meeting by Tuesday prior, in

order to avoid a $5.00 fee.  Just a simple

message to: reservations@csibaltimore.org 

is all you need to do.  Please include the

names of any guests you intend to bring

along.  
 

So, thank you for your understanding in this

period of change.  And, thank you for your

support of the Baltimore Chapter CSI.

 

Marc Held CSI,CDT

2nd Vice President

marcheld@comcast.net

Board Meeting Highlights
(Continued)

Ultimately, a motion was made and then amended to set the cost charged

to members and guests at $45 if a reservation is made ahead of the

meeting, whether using PayPal or not and $50 for payments made at the

door.  That motion passed.  

President Howe has asked Second Vice-President Marc Held to help

assembling the Committee reports and aggregate them into the agenda. 

This part of the transition plan from vice-president to president.

The Treasurer's Report for September 2012 was received by all and no

additions or revisions were noted, so a motion was made and seconded

to accept the September 2012 Treasurer's Report and the motion passed.

The Membership Committee reported that as of September 5, the Chapter

has 167 members.  25 percent  of the membership is outside of the area. 

The Chapter needs to get more of the members to come to meetings, but

those on Eastern Shore or Silver Spring area, for example, probably will

not attend regularly.

A motion was made to adopt the Fiscal Year 2013 Budget as presented

tonight, the motion received a second and the motion passed.

The Chapter rents a storage facility for Chapter materials at a cost of

$106 per month.  It appears this cost could be cut nearly in half by moving

to a similar 5-foot by 5-foot facility in Howard County, which costs $55 per

month.  Treasurer Evans pointed out that a cost savings will not be

realized this calendar year because of the budget just passed.  It will most

like take two to three months to get everything together to move from the

existing to the new facility.  Having truck or van space is not an issue as

several leaders either own trucks or could borrow one from their

companies.  Committee Chair Liz Stone and Director Bob W ood will work

together to do make the move happen.  An ad hoc Committee will look at

the best place into which to move the Chapter materials.

A Committee is needed to help Liz Stone plan and execute the December

Duckpin bowling event.  The date was discussed and several voiced the

opinion that it does not have to be the 2nd Thursday of December, but

that is traditionally the date.  

Marvin Kemp, CSI, CDT, AIA

Chapter Secretary

mkemp@designcollective.com

mailto:reservations@csibaltimore.org
mailto:marcheld@comcast.net
mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
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Sponsors Needed
 

We'll be traveling to Patterson Park Bowling
Center in December for our annual bowling
night.  Two firms have agreed to sponsor
teams at this year's event.   Ten more
sponsors and teams are needed.  Our goal
is to rent both floors this year.  To sponsor
a team, contact Liz Stone at 443-866-6690.

Winter Professional
Development
Seminars

From January to March 2013, the Chapter
will be offering sessions on the organization
of construction contract documents, the use
of standard forms and formats, product
representation, construction contract
administration, and specification writing. 
Improve the way you write or read
construction contract documents.
 

Attend these classes if you intend to take a
Certification examination or want to enrich
your knowledge on the core documents of
the construction industry.
 

The two-hour sessions will be held on
Tuesday evenings, starting on January 8,
2012 at KANN Partners located at 33 South
Gay Street.  The sessions are registered for
AIA/CES Learning Units having Health,
Safety, and Welfare credit.  Registration fee
is $40 for the entire series of sessions.
 

Registration forms and details will be
attached to a future Constellation.  For more
information, contact Education Chair Scott
Sider, CSI, CCS, CCCA, at 410-234-0900.

Calendar Of Events

October
1 CDT, CCS, CCCPR, and CCCA Certification Exam period begins.
11 Baltimore Chapter Meeting.  Networking for Introverts is the

program.
25 The Blue Book's GC Showcase at M&T Bank Stadium.
27 CDT, CCS, CCCPR, and CCCA Certification Exam period ends.
30 High Concrete Group's (800-773-2278) Concrete Innovation and

Answers  Precast Concrete Seminars at the High Concrete®

Facility in Denver, PA.  Six seminars plus a plant tour, for 8.5
Learning Units.  $50 registration fee is refunded upon
attendance.

November
8 Baltimore Chapter Meeting.  Construction Overhead Audit.
8 Solar Thermal System Design for Commercial and Residential

Buildings seminar at the Doubletree Hotel at 5485 Twin Knolls
Road, in Columbia, MD from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m..  Seminar is
registered for 6 AIA Learning Units (HSW), and 6 PDH's for
engineers.  For more information go to
www.halfmoonseminars.com

17 Richmond Chapter CSI's Casino Night from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
at the Hilton Garden Inn, 501 East Broad Street, Richmond, VA. 
It will benefit the Norman F. Jacobs, Jr. Scholarship Foundation.
Each year, our Chapter offers up to two scholarships to full time
students majoring in architecture, a construction-related field of
engineering, or building construction, in an accredited Virginia
college or university program.

December
1 Early Bird Registration for Spring Exams opens.
13 Baltimore Chapter Meeting.  Duckpin Bowling.  Contact Liz Stone for

sponsorships.

October Anniversaries

Using PayPal

The Baltimore Chapter CSI accepts PayPal
for payment for the monthly meetings. This
will allow you to use a credit card rather
than cash or check.  To use PayPal,go to
the Chapter Meeting Web Page and click
on the Buy Now button like that below.

   If you have any problems, contact the
webmaster at webmaster@csibaltimore.org

Rachel L. Albrecht, CSI 2
Robert J. Berg, CSI, Member Emeritus,

CDT 54
James R. Black, CSI, CCS, CCCA 4
Kristen Marie Fry, CSI 1
Michael L. Gehr, CSI 14
Theresa M. Hollon, CSI, CDT 7
Alexander M. Howe, CSI, CCPR 7
Timothy J. Hutcheson, CSI, CCCA 17
Jim Lewis, CSI, CCS 17
Scot D. Loiselle, CSI 17
Melina R. Meshako, CSI, CCS 22
Michael L. Proffitt, CSI 30
Theron I. Russell, CSI, CDT 31
Barbara Smith, CSI, CDT 12
Robert B. Williams, CSI, CCCA 2
Thomas A. Yager, CSI 27

http://www.pattersonbowl.com
http://www.pattersonbowl.com
mailto:lstone@mccormickpaints.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
http://www.thebluebook.com/baltimoreevents/
http://www.highconcrete.com/education/seminars/
http://www.halfmoonseminars.com
http://richmond.csinet.org
mailto:lstone@mccormickpaints.com
http://www.csibaltimore.org/index_files/Page298.htm
mailto:webmaster@csibaltimore.org

