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Meeting Details
 

Place
The Admiral Fell Inn

888 South Broadway

Baltimore, Maryland
 

Thursday, April 12, 2012

4:30 Board Meeting

5:30 Attitude Adjustment

6:30 Dinner

7:30 Program  

Make your reservation before

Noon, Tuesday

April 10, 2012

 Chapter notifies the Inn of

reservation number on

Tuesday afternoon.
 

Email at

reservations@csibaltimore.org
  

Cost:  $40 per person

Payment due for

reservations made.

 Late reservations are not available.
 

Make checks payable

in the exact amount to

" Baltimore Chapter CSI "
OR

PayPal 
Cost is $42 which includes the fee for using

PayPal.

See page 5 for More Information

April's Program Sponsors

Ruskin Louvers

Armstrong Ceilings

APRIL 12TH'S PROGRAM

Construction Project Cost
Budgeting

and Financial Risk Assessment

You've heard of, and quite possibly have experienced, a project with a
cost overrun.  The ramifications can run the gamut of lost reputations
to lawsuits.  Decisions made during the programming and design of
projects greatly affect the project's financial  success.  
 

While projects that are completed within budget usually don't make
news and projects which fail to be completed within budget frequently
make spectacular headlines, the crux is developing realistic budgets
and managing projects to stay within the budget as design is
completed, procurement for construction services occurs, and the
project is constructed.  Whether a project stays within budget or
exceeds the budget depends on assessing the risks associated with a 
project and developing a realistic budget based upon those risks.
 

Join us as Prad Marajand and Mike Ruth of the Baltimore Metro
Chapter of the Association for the Advancement of Cost Engineering
International guide us through the risk assessment and budget
development process.

May's Meeting Program
 

If you construct projects using masonry, you have encountered The

Masonry Code.  Formally called the Code for Masonry Structures (ACI

530/ASCE 5/ TMS 502), it contains a wide range of requirements for the

many ways in which masonry is constructed.  W ithin those requirements

are many technical engineering mandates.  So how are those technical

requirements for masonry  converted into constructed masonry?  Join us

as the folks from the International Masonry Institute explain in From Code

Book to Field: Turning the Masonry Code into Practical Masonry

Construction.

The Construction Specifications Institute is an international non-profit technical organization dedicated to the advancement of construction technology through communication, education,
research, and service.  For information about Baltimore Chapter CSI, contact Chapter Membership Chair, Shenia Anderson at sheniaanderson@yahoo.com

mailto:reservations@csibaltimore.org
http://www.paypal.com
http://www.ruskin.com/louvers/
http://www.armstrong.com/commceilingsna
http://www.aacei.org
http://www.aacei.org
mailto:sanderson@designcollective.com
mailto:sheniaanderson@yahoo.com
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Board Members
 

Officers
 

President Alexander Howe 301-717-9717

1st V.P. Shenia Anderson

2nd V.P. Marc Held 410-259-2733

Secretary Marvin Kemp 410-685-6655

Treasurer Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Past Pres. Greg Barbini 410-320-7086
 

Directors
 

FY 11-12 Rachel Albrecht 410-274-4792

FY 11-12 John Horenkamp 410-807-1565

FY 11-12 Scott Sider 410-234-0900

FY 12-13 Mike Clancy 301-982-6464

FY 12-13 David Copley 410-347-8500

FY 12-13 Jim Lewis 410-537-3801

FY 12-13 Bob W ood 410-750-0890
 

Committee Chairs

Academic Affr [Vacant]

Awards. Sarah Caldwell 410-765-7660

Certification Jim Lewis 410-537-3300

Education Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Elec Comm Marvin Kemp 410-685-6655

Finance Steven Evans 410-916-1910

Handbook Scott Sider 410-234-0900

House Bob W ood 410-750-0890

Mtg Exhibitors Todd Guntner 410-234-3600

Membership David Copley 410-347-8500

Newsletter Scott Sider 410-234-0900

Nominations Rod Anderson 410-997-1000

Rebuilding Together Baltimore

John Horenkamp 410-807-1565

Planning Greg Barbini 410-320-7086

Program Tim Corbett 410-965-4865

Technical Don Harris 410-685-6655

Tellers Scott Sider 410-234-0900

W illiam J. Grabowski Scholarship Fund

Liz Stone 443-866-6690
 

Check the Chapter Website
www.csibaltimore.org

or
www.baltimorecsi.org

for information about Chapter
events and activities

 

Join us at felttips.blogspot.com
 

Editorial Policy Notice
 

The Constellation acts as a moderator without

approving, disapproving, or guaranteeing the

validity or accuracy of any data, claim or opinion

appearing under a byline or obtained or quoted

from an acknowledged source.
 

The opinions expressed by authors do not

necessarily reflect the official views of the

Baltimore Chapter CSI or The Construction

Specifications Institute.
 

Editorial deadline is the second Friday of each

month.

President's Message

First quarter down, round two starts!  April is here and so is the spring weather. 

So nice to see the trees blooming along with the flowers and green grass again! 

(I'm glad my kids are finally at the age that they can mow it!) 

Good news is that the AIA’s Architecture Billings Index has remained positive four

months in a row.  Turner’s Building Cost Index is a bit flat but showing some

positive signs.  ENR’s Construction Industry Confidence Survey rose in the first

quarter of 2012.  This is just more good news that the industry is signaling some

positive trends.  Our industry has been hit quite hard so any good news is

refreshing.  Let’s hope these trends persist as the market stabilizes and shows

more signs of recovery.

I hope those who attended last month’s meeting enjoyed Alan Stover’s

presentation.  Being both a registered architect and an attorney, Alan offers a very

unique perspective when it comes to interpreting construction documents. 

Amazing that some of the language in construction documents haven’t changed

through so many years.  Alan’s presentation reinforces why construction

documents are so important.  Now I know what “delegated design” means in the

specifications!

For April’s meeting, we have a presentation on Cost Budgeting and Financial Risk

Assessment.  Our Chapter is hosting the AACEI and ASPE organizations.  Looks

like we all are going to learn a lot from the presentation.  The Admiral Fell Inn

misses you on the 2  Thursday of the month.  So reserve your spot and comend

meet with friends, fellow Chapter members and network with new faces.

On April 2nd Certification Exams begin.  For those of you taking exams, good

luck!  Taking your certification test (CDT, CCS, CCCA, or CCPR) is one way to

advance your career and establish your credentials within the construction

community.  CSI certification is a recognized symbol to your achievement and

commitment to improvement within the construction industry.

And don’t forget…Rebuilding Together Baltimore is this month as well.  On

Saturday, April 28th, join us to renovate another home.  John Horenkamp is taking

over as Captain this year.  This is after a great job Rod Anderson and Liz Stone

have done for years as Captains.  Contact John Horenkamp to sign up and

volunteer a Saturday afternoon.  The Chapter can always find a job for you at the

site.  So volunteer!  Dust off those tools growing dust and come on out.

I’m always seeking your input for interesting ideas for presentations or ideas,

things that you, the members, would want your Chapter to offer.  W ith the summer

recess just a few short months away, the 2012/2013 Planning Committee will

meet to schedule the upcoming presentations.  Please send me your ideas,

thoughts or comments to keep your Chapter growing and moving forward.

Good luck in the second quarter and beyond.

Alexander M. Howe, CSI, CCPR

President

walker7833@comcast.net  

mailto:walker7833@comcast.net
mailto:sheniaanderson@yahoo.com
mailto:MHeld@lightstyles.com
mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
mailto:carbolinebaltimore@mac.com
mailto:gbarbini@ppg.com
mailto:ralbrecht@albrechtengineering.com
mailto:john.horenkamp@grace.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:mclancy1@verizon.net
mailto:dcopley@asg-architects.com
mailto:jwlewis2@comcast.net
mailto:bobwood@builtbywood.com
Mailto:Sarah.Caldwell@ngc.com
mailto:jlewis@mde.state.md.us
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
mailto:carbolinebaltimore@mac.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:bobwood@builtbywood.com
mailto:todd_guntner@yasnyinc.com
mailto:dcopley@asg-architects.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:randerson@gvaarchitects.com
mailto:john.horenkamp@grace.com
mailto:gbarbini@ppg.com
mailto:tim.corbett@ssa.gov
mailto:dharris@designcollective.com
mailto:swsider@kannpartners.com
mailto:lstone@mccormickpaints.com
http://www.csibaltimore.org
http://www.baltimorecsi.org
http://felttips.blogspot.com
mailto:walker7833@comcast.net
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Election Time
Continues!

Chapter Election period continues
through to the end of the month! 
A ballot will be sent to Chapter
members in a separate email. 
Return it before April 16th.  If you
have any questions, contact
Chapter Secretary Marvin Kemp.

Chapter Bylaws

Based upon last year's adoption
of changes to the membership
classifications within the
Institute's Bylaws, the Chapter
Bylaws have been revised.  In
addition to changes resulting from
the Institute's changed
membership classifications, the
language throughout the
Chapter's Bylaws has been
updated .

The revised Bylaws are attached
to The Constellation . 

In accordance with the Chapter's
Bylaws, a vote to adopt the
Bylaws changes is required by
the Chapter's membership
attending a regular Chapter
meeting.  That vote will take place
at the April meeting.  The
proposed bylaws will be sent to
Chapter members in a separate
email for your review.

Please attend the April meeting to
vote.

Board Meeting Highlights
March 2012

 

 

 Awards Committee is working on a nomination package for the Outstanding Chapter
Commendation.  The Board of Directors certified that the Chapter has met all the
prerequisite core criteria and supplemental criteria indicated on the Outstanding Chapter
Commendation Form, for forwarding to the Institute.
 

Certification Committee reported there are 17 CDT candidates, 4 CCS candidates, and 2
CCCA candidates registered for Spring Exams.
 

Education Committee reported that the Chapter's Winter Seminars have 3 CDT attendees
and 2 CCS attendees.  One more session of the Winter Seminars remains.
 

Electronic Communications Committee reported the Chapter web site enjoyed 753 unique
visitors, 1088 visits, 1565 pages viewed during the month of February.  For March, the site
is up to date.
 

Membership Committee reported the Chapter currently has 166 members.  Committee
Chair David Copley attended a webinar offered by the Institute on membership and
learned that some Chapters purchase name tags for members to wear to monthly
meetings.  Much discussion was held about the idea and the cost versus benefit of the
name tags and how the system would be managed.  In the past, the Chapter provided
name tags to leaders and it showed who was active in the Chapter.  That process was
discontinued over 10 years ago.  It was suggested to make the name tags voluntary and
tied to a donation to the scholarship fund.  Most in attendance liked this idea so the
Committee will explore this idea further.  
 

Rebuilding Together Committee reported the Chapter has been assigned a house in the
Colgate area of Baltimore County near Dundalk.  The Committee will send out an e-mail
blast to members asking for volunteers.  There are 9 volunteers to date.  
 

William J. Grabowski Scholarship Committee reported the Committee is working on
general fund raising ideas.  The Committee will end the 50/50 raffle and work on other
ideas.  Currently, there is about $1,100 in the scholarship fund.  The funds sit in our
checking account.  The Committee's goal is to get to $5,000 in the fund in order to get the
fund into CSI's foundation fund.  
 

Tellers Committee reported the Committee is preparing for a vote on the proposed bylaws
revisions.  The Committee has received 3 ballots for the annual Chapter election.
 

The latest revisions of the Chapter's Bylaws came from comments received from the
Institute task team and Institute Secretary.  The proposed Bylaws adopted by the Board
and will be placed to a vote of the Chapter members attending the April monthly meeting.
 

Middle Atlantic Region's Leadership Orientation Seminars are being held at the end of
March.  First Vice-President Shenia Anderson and Second Vice-President Marc Held will
be attending.  President Howe will be in Buffalo and cannot attend.  Shenia and Marc will
report to the Board afterwards.
 

A MasterFormat Survey went to Chapter Presidents and Technical Committee chairs. 
President Howe will fill it out and return it.  Director Sider thinks this is an effort to look at
who is actually using MasterFormat 2004 versus other editions.  It seems worthwhile to
fill it out but the issue seems to be how do Chapters collect data that is requested.  It
appears CSI wants the data vetted by Chapters.  A show of hands vote at tonight's
meeting might be a viable way to collect the data.  The survey seems to leave out product
manufacturers. 
 

Marvin Kemp, CSI, CDT, AIA
Chapter Secretary
mkemp@designcollective.com

mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
mailto:mkemp@designcollective.com
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Anne Arundel County
Program Includes
ICC/NAHB's National
Green Building Standard

Homes built in Anne Arundel County that
conform to the National Green Building
Standard will now be eligible for property
tax credits.  The County Council passed a
bill on February 21, 2012 that becomes
effective on effective on April 6, 2012, and
expands the program already in place for
green homes.  Under the law passed in
2010, homes conforming to the U.S. Green
Building Council's standards for Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design are
eligible for county property tax credits.  The
new legislation allows homes certified under
the separate ICC/NAHB National Green
Building Standard to get the credits, as well.
 

In 2007, the National Association of Home
Builders and the International Code Council
released the ICC 700 National Green
Building Standard.  The National Green
Building Standard (the “NGBS”) provides a
definition for residential green building with
respect to single family and multifamily
homes, residential remodeling projects, and
site development projects. 
 

Anne Arundel County became the first local
Maryland jurisdiction to expressly added the
National Green Building Standard to the
definition of a High Performance Dwelling
under the County’s existing High
Performance Dwelling Tax Credit.
 

The Anne Arundel County High
Performance Dwelling Tax Credit provides
a property tax credit for high performance
dwellings built on or after July 1, 2010, that
meet or exceed USGBC’s LEED Silver
standards or exceed the National Green
Building Standard’s Silver standards. 
 

The local tax credit is available for five
years and is calculated as a percentage of
the county property taxes owed on the
dwelling only, but excludes property taxes
on the land. The amount of the credit
increases with the performance rating level
achieved for the dwelling:
 

•  LEED or NGBS Silver: 40 percent of
taxes up to $1,000.
•  LEED or NGBS Gold: 60 percent  of
taxes up to $2,000.
•  LEED or NGBS Platinum: 80 percent  of
taxes up to $3,000.

From Whiteford Taylor Preston LLP and
ICC News

2012 CSI Middle Atlantic Region Conference
and Leadership Orientation Seminar

Due to employment pressures, Shenia Anderson and I visited only for the day
that Leadership Orientation Seminar (LOS) was being held (March 22nd).  This
was my first LOS, and I was really glad Shenia was able to make the trek to
Richmond with me.  Especially since I had to get up at 3:45a.m., and was not
home again until nearly 11:00 p.m.  It was a long day.
 

Greg Markling FCSI, CCS, CCCA, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP, from Highlands
Ranch, CO, spoke about CSI’s Brand Revitalization Project and Strategic Plan. 
CSI is studying the relevance of itself in the construction industry and concluded
that we need a fresh look at who we want to be.  The Strategic Plan states:  "A
shared vision and more coherent brand strategy could reinforce and extend
CSI’s key attributes and major contributions to the construction industry, and
reduce the industry’s misinterpretations of CSI’s core purpose and identity."
 

Markling reported there is a survey being conducted, and is finding the following
points:
•  CSI has an indelible impression on the industry, and offers many benefits.
•  A new “Tagline” is desired, to help define what we stand for today.
•  Most folks do not support a complete name change.
•  Most are comfortable with updating the logo, but insist on keeping the
“shield”. 
•  Input from the membership is continuing.
 

There is much information to be drawn from the plan.  Too much detail for me
to highlight here.  So I encourage you to review the document yourself.  It is
posted on the Institute website:    www.csinet.org/Functional-Menu- Category/
About-CSI/Quick-Tasks-About/Download-the-Strategic-Plan-PDF.pdf
 

The next agenda items were breakout groups for detailed discussion of several
Chapter Committee subjects.  I chose Electronic Communications.  During our
discussion, I thought it would be really useful for the Institute to have a “Mobile
App”.   Probably because I just got my first iPhone and I’m discovering a trove
of applications to enable all sorts of activities.  It should be possible for me to
order stuff from CSI, as easily as I can order stuff from Amazon.com — right out
of my phone.  There is an economic benefit in it.
 

After lunch, the group reviewed the discussions in open forum.
 

LOS closed with a lecture on how to connect people to specific committees
based on their personality traits.  
 

Finally, we adjourned to the Middle Atlantic Region Board meeting.  I collected
a “State of the Chapter” report for each of the represented chapters, and will
bring them to our April meeting.  
 

Some notable calendar items to pass along:  
•  Middle Atlantic Region Board meeting will be in Frederick MD August 11,
2012.
•  Next LOS is March 9, 2013 and is separate from MARC, which will be May
5, 2013.

Marc Held CSI, CDT
Second Vice-President
mheld@lightstyles.com

http://www.csinet.org/Functional-Menu-%20Category/%20About-CSI/Quick-Tasks-About/Download-the-Strategic-Plan-PDF.pdf
http://www.csinet.org/Functional-Menu-%20Category/%20About-CSI/Quick-Tasks-About/Download-the-Strategic-Plan-PDF.pdf
mailto:MHeld@lightstyles.com
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SATURDAY APRIL 28, 2012

We are looking for volunteers for the 2012
Rebuilding Day.  For those of you not
familiar with this yearly charitable event, it’s
a nationwide, private, nonprofit organization
founded in 1973 in Midland Texas. 
Formerly known as Christmas in April, the
organization was established in Baltimore in
1989. Rebuilding Together is a grass roots
organization that works in partnership with
the community to repair and rehabilitate the
homes of low-income homeowners,
primarily the elderly, disabled, and families
with children. The ultimate goal is to help
local homeowners live in warmth, safety,
and independence while remaining in their
homes. 

This year we head to the Saint Helena
Community in Dundalk.  We're in need of
folks who can wield a hammer and saw,
along those who have mastered the fine art
of painting. 

The Baltimore Chapter CSI has been a long
time supporter of this organization. We’ve
been helping families for over 16 years in
Baltimore County and Baltimore City.  We
need your help. Please contact John
Horenkamp at 410-807-1565 if you would
like to help this year.  Help us, help a family
this year. 

Calendar Of Events
  

 

April

2 Certification Exams begin.

12 Baltimore Chapter Meeting.  Construction Project Cost Budgeting and

Financial Risk Assessment, presented by Prad Marajand and Mike

Ruth of the Baltimore Metro Chapter of the Association for the

Advancement of Cost Engineering International.  Chapter

members will vote on adoption of the revised Chapter Bylaws.

25 Allentown Chapter of CSI's Product Expo and Seminar Show, at the

Holiday Inn Conference Center, 7736 Adrienne Drive Upper

Macungie, PA  18031; 610-391-1000.  Four seminars.  Over 60

exhibitors.  Free breakfast, lunch, and wine and hors d'oeuvres.  

Please bring along a can of food with you as a donation, and you

will receive an extra chance at winning one of our great main

prizes.

28 Rebuilding Together Baltimore.

28 Certification Exams end.

May

4 Institute Awards nomination deadline.

10 Baltimore Chapter Meeting.  From Code Book to Field:  Turning the

Masonry Code into Practical Masonry Construction.

15 DC-Metro Chapter is hosting their annual Product Show in the

evening, at The Equality Center on Rhode Island Avenue.

June

10 Baltimore Chapter Meeting.  CSI President Paul R. Bertram, Jr., FCSI,

CDT, LEED AP, discusses the future of CSI.

July

12 Baltimore Chapter Board Meeting.

August

9 Baltimore Chapter Board Meeting.

11 Middle Atlantic Region Board meeting in Frederick MD.

April Anniversaries New Members

Using PayPal
The Baltimore Chapter CSI accepts PayPal
for payment for the monthly meetings. This
will allow you to use a credit card rather
than cash or check.  To use PayPal,go to
the Chapter Meeting Web Page and click
on the Buy Now button like that below.

   If you have any problems, contact the
webmaster at webmaster@csibaltimore.org

Gregory P. Barbini, CSI 6
Tracey L. Brown, CSI, CDT 15
Christopher Adam Burkholder, CSI 3
James J. Carroll, Sr., CSI, CDT 5
Ladislav Domen, CSI 11
Steven C. Evans, CSI 9
Charles R. Greenland, Jr., CSI, CCS,
CCCA 30
David Robert Hoffman, CSI, CCS, CCC1A3
Randall C. Keck, CSI 1
Sandy McLelland, CSI, CCS, CCCA 25
Bill Novian, CSI 8
Linda J. Pressler, CSI, CDT 17
Gil Schwadron, CSI 4
Christopher Alan Sillars, CSI, CDT 4
Elizabeth Stone, CSI, CDT 12
Ted Warner, CSI 12

Scott Hughes, CSI, CDT

David Sovinski, CSI

Michael J. Tang, CSI

mailto:john.horenkamp@grace.com
mailto:john.horenkamp@grace.com
http://www.aacei.org
http://www.aacei.org
http://www.csiallentown.org/productshow.html
http://dcmetro.csinet.org/main-menu-category/chapter-info/upcoming-events-1/dc-metro-supplier-showcase.aspx
http://www.csibaltimore.org/index_files/Page298.htm
mailto:webmaster@csibaltimore.org

